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In several previous papers on the “Connally Anomaly,” I have analyzed precinct data, and some of the actual ballots, in order to calculate the absolute minimum number of votes that appear to have been shifted from Kerry to Bush.  Now, for the first time, I have analyzed the data for the entire State of Ohio, at the county level, to arrive at a more realistic estimate of the magnitude of the vote shift.

COMPARISON OF PRESIDENTIAL AND CHIEF JUSTICE RACES, 2004

COUNTY            Bush      Kerry       Moyer     Connally

Ashtabula        21,038     24,060      18,240     18,985

Athens           10,847     18,998       9,001     13,150

Belmont          15,589     17,576      13,181     14,169

Cuyahoga        221,600    448,503     205,075    303,995

Erie             18,597     21,421      22,719     11,867

Franklin        237,253    285,801     206,697    179,640

Jefferson        17,185     19,024      15,555     15,147

Lorain           61,203     78,970      55,814     54,863

Lucas
           87,160    132,715      80,261     95,157

Mahoning         48,761     83,194      54,217     56,373

Montgomery      138,371    142,997     115,413    108,260

Portage          35,583     40,675      30,691     30,274

Stark            92,215     95,337      94,259     67,183

Summit          118,558    156,587     111,262    103,787

Trumbull         40,977     66,673      44,797     43,614

Statewide     2,859,768  2,741,167   2,358,135  2,073,886

Democratic    1,164,937  1,632,531   1,077,182  1,116,464

Republican    1,694,831  1,108,636   1,280,953    957,422

12 Counties     391,932    173,002     260,707    192,624

61 Counties   1,302,899    935,634   1,020,246    764,798

Ratio             1.277      1.223        .783       .817

C.J. x Ratio    332,934    235,651



Vote Shift       59,000     62,650


The 15 counties won by John Kerry are listed in the table above.

The other 73 counties were won by George W. Bush.  Of these 73 counties, 12 are suspect because Kerry received fewer votes than

C. Ellen Connally, as well as some other down-ticket Democratic candidates.  In the 12 suspect counties, Connally got 42.49% of the vote, to 57.51% for Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer.  In the other 61 Republican counties, Connally got 42.84% of the vote, to 57.16% for Moyer.  There is no significant difference between these two pairs of percentages.  The performance of the presidential candidates, however, was strikingly different in the 12 suspect counties where, excluding third-party candidates, Kerry got only 30.62% of the vote, to 69.38%
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for Bush.  In the other 61 Republican counties, excluding third-party candidates, Kerry got 41.80% of the vote, to 58.20% for Bush.  Why would Kerry perform so poorly in these 12 counties, when Connally’s percentage was comparable to the other 61 Republican counties?

In the 12 suspect counties, the ratio of Bush votes to Moyer votes was 1.503, and the ratio of Kerry votes to Connally votes was only 0.898.  In the other 61 Republican counties, the Bush to Moyer ratio was 1.277, and the Kerry to Connally ratio was 1.223.  If one multiplies Moyer’s totals in the 12 suspect counties by 1.277, and multiplies Connally’s totals in the 12 suspect counties by 1.223, the results are 332,934 votes for Bush, about 59,000 fewer than the official results, and 235,651 votes for Kerry, about 62,650 more than the official results.  This suggests a vote shift on the order of 60,000 votes from Kerry to Bush, thus affecting the margin by 120,000 votes.

Listed below are the 12 suspect counties where Kerry received fewer votes than Connally.  Below these are listed the statewide vote totals and percentages for President and Chief Justice.

COMPARISON OF PRESIDENTIAL AND CHIEF JUSTICE RACES, 2004

County          Bush       Kerry       Moyer    Connally

Auglaize       17,016      5,903       11,795      7,545

Brown          12,647      7,140        8,562      7,498

Butler        109,872     56,243       68,407     61,559

Clermont       62,949     25,887       43,598     30,068

Darke          18,306      7,846       12,762      9,021

Highland       12,211      6,194        8,625      6,298

Mercer         15,650      5,118        9,954      6,919

Miami          33,992     17,606       24,970     17,770

Putnam         14,370      4,392        9,397      4,846

Shelby         16,204      6,534       10,006      8,043

Van Wert       10,678      4,095        7,670      4,587

Warren         68,037     26,044       44,961     28,470

Subtotal      391,932    173,002      260,707    192,624
Statewide   2,859,768  2,741,167    2,358,135  2,073,886

Percentage     50.81%     48.71%       53.21%     46.79%
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