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A serious question has been raised as to how C. Ellen Connally, a little-known, underfunded, African-American municipal judge from Cleveland, running for Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court against a well-financed incumbent, could have received more votes than John Kerry in 12 counties in Ohio.  Not just a larger percentage of the vote.  She drew more votes than John Kerry in these counties, in a race for Chief Justice that drew 1,195,882 fewer votes, statewide, than did the presidential race.  The matter will be forever known, in the words of Reverend Jesse Jackson, as “The Connally Anomaly.”

The 12 counties are:  Auglaize, Brown, Butler, Clermont, Darke, Highland, Mercer, Miami, Putnam, Shelby, Van Wert, and Warren.

COMPARISON OF PRESIDENTIAL AND CHIEF JUSTICE RACES, 2004

County          Bush      Kerry       Moyer   Connally

Auglaize       17,016     5,903       11,795     7,545

Brown          12,647     7,140        8,562     7,498

Butler        109,872    56,243       68,407    61,559

Clermont       62,949    25,887       43,598    30,068

Darke          18,306     7,846       12,762     9,021

Highland       12,211     6,194        8,625     6,298

Mercer         15,650     5,118        9,954     6,919

Miami          33,992    17,606       24,970    17,770

Putnam         14,370     4,392        9,397     4,846

Shelby         16,204     6,534       10,006     8,043

Van Wert       10,678     4,095        7,670     4,587

Warren         68,037    26,044       44,961    28,470

By far the largest of these counties are Butler, Clermont, and Warren, all in southwestern Ohio.  According to the amended election results, these three counties combined gave to George W. Bush a plurality of 

132,684 votes, which is 14,085 votes more than his statewide plurality of 118,599 votes.  In other words, these three counties provided to Bush his margin of victory in Ohio.  I analyzed these counties on a precinct by precinct basis in my previous paper, “One More Look at Southwestern Ohio,” submitted to the Ohio Supreme Court.

http://web.northnet.org/minstrel/connally.htm

The irregularities in the 2004 election reach far beyond the “Connally Anomaly.”  For example, in Brown County, John Kerry was outpolled not only by Ellen Connally, but by four other Democrats as well:
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COMPARISON OF BROWN COUNTY RACES, 2004

Office                          Republican   Democrat

President of the United States      12,647    7,140

Ohio State Representative           11,675    7,284

County Commissioner                 10,922    8,119

County Commissioner                  9,548    7,992

Clerk of Courts of Common Pleas     10,248    8,907

These were not locally popular Democrats who might have been expected to run ahead of the Democratic candidate for president.  Some of them were sacrificial lambs.  Cy Richardson, the Democratic candidate for Ohio State Representative, District 88, lost to Danny Bubp with 37.61% of the vote.  Kathy Cooper Gast and Margery Paeltz lost their races for County Commissioner with 42.64% and 42.19% of the vote, respectively.

In Butler County, Dale Richter received only 39.04% of the vote for County Sheriff, in a race that drew 13,115 fewer votes than the presidential race, and still he managed to outpoll John Kerry:

COMPARISON OF BUTLER COUNTY RESULTS, 2004

Office                          Republican   Democrat   Others

President of the United States     109,872    56,243    704

County Sheriff                      93,694    60,010      0

In Clermont County, the races for County Commissioner and Judge of Common Pleas drew 5,318 fewer votes and 19,508 fewer votes, respectively, than the presidential race, and still the losing Democrats, Peter Strasser and Ronald Mason, outpolled John Kerry:

COMPARISON OF CLERMONT COUNTY RESULTS, 2004

Office                          Republican   Democrat   Others

President of the United States      62,946    25,885    243

County Commissioner                 54,972    28,789      0

Judge of Common Pleas, Domestic     40,628    28,943      0

In Darke County, David Niley received only 36.98% of the vote for County Commissioner, and still he managed to outpoll John Kerry:

COMPARISON OF DARKE COUNTY RESULTS, 2004

Office                          Republican   Democrat   Others

President of the United States      18,302     7,848       161

County Commissioner                 12,615     9,337     3,294
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In Auglaize County, John Kerry ran behind Ellen Connally in 34 of 39 precincts.  Connally lost the county with 39.01% of the vote.  Kerry ran behind Ben Konop, the Democratic candidate for Congress, in all 39 precincts.  Konop lost the district with 41.40% of the vote, winning only 38.80% of the vote in Auglaize County.  Kerry also ran behind Kenneth Ludwig, the Democratic candidate for Ohio State Representative, in 12 of 14 precincts.  Ludwig lost the district with 32.01% of the vote.  Kerry ran behind Theodore Voorhees, Democratic candidate for County Commissioner, in 31 of 39 precincts.  Voorhees lost the county with 34.90% of the vote.

COMPARISON OF AUGLAIZE COUNTY RESULTS, 2004

Office                          Republican   Democrat   Others

President of the United States      17,016     5,903    115

United States Congress


13,850     8,783      0

County Commissioner                 14,224     7,624      0

In Auglaize, Putnam, and Van Wert counties, John Kerry was outpolled not only by Ellen Connally, candidate for Chief Justice, but by the losing candidates in two Associate Justice races as well:

COMPARISON OF PRESIDENTIAL AND ASSOCIATE JUSTICE RESULTS, 2004

County          Bush    Kerry   O’Donnell  O’Neill   Lanzinger  Fuerst

Auglaize       17,016   5,903      11,689   6,602      11,952   6,497

Putnam         14,370   4,392       9,592   4,566       9,406   4,854

Van Wert       10,678   4,095       7,026   4,788       6,333   5,854

This did not happen in any other counties in Ohio.  Statewide, these races were competitive, but not as close as the presidential election.  And they attracted far fewer voters.  There is no credible reason for John Kerry to have received fewer votes than these candidates in any county in the State of Ohio.
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