Affidavit by Victoria Parks, November 13, 2004.
“On Nov. 12, 2004, I walked into the Pickaway County Ohio Board of Elections without prejudice or preference and requested to look at the polling books of 53 precincts in Pickaway County. I asked for the Deputy Director, who referred me immediately to the Pickaway County BOE Director. She asked my name. I gave her my first name. Initially she seemed agitated and seemed reluctant to give me permission to see these poll books. However, she relented and showed me to a room where she, in a very agitated manner, plunked what I assumed were the 53 Pickaway County precinct poll books down on the table in front of me.

“The Director left the room and I began my task of reading the vote tallies for each precinct. I began with Circleville 1-A. I noticed immediately that these books contained only the printed name and addresses of everyone who voted in the precinct according to the poll book Circleville 1-A. The poll book DID NOT contain the signatures on file OR the signature required to be given before being given the Authority to Vote slip to voters of this precinct. Furthermore, these names appeared to have been transcribed by the poll worker themselves.

“I turned to a younger office worker still in the room with me and mentioned that the poll book in question contained no signatures and asked if she had them available. She replied, and I paraphrase, “I have seen them. They are here somewhere.” She then appeared to look for them in a half-hearted manner. I looked for the total in the Circleville 1-A and was about to record Circleville 1-A’s 515 votes in my notes, when the Director burst back in the room, snatching the poll books, all of them, off the table before me.

“She declared at that moment that, “I have been on the phone with the Secretary of State and YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO SEE THESE BOOKS.”

“I then asked her, “Do you know that what you are doing is against the law?”

“She replied tersely, “That is what the Secretary of State said.”

“I immediately left the Board of Elections after having spent not more than five minutes at the Pickaway County Ohio Board of Elections.

“I question whether Secretary of State Kenneth Blackwell knows he was breaking the law by demanding the Director of the Pickaway County Board of Elections deny me access to the poll books. She effectively denied me my civil right to examine public record. That Kenneth Blackwell chooses to ignore the Open Book, or Sunshine Laws, is rather incredible.”

