2.8 Testimony, Affidavits, Personal Statements        (SR, 3-28-06) 

(Ray Beckerman is an attorney from Jamaica, NY, who was an observer at Ohio Democratic Party headquarters in Columbus. He published the election blog: www.fairnessbybeckerman.blogspot.com and wrote this account, which was posted there and on www.FreePress.org just after Election Day.)
I worked for 3 days, including Election Day, on the statewide voter protection hotline run by the Ohio Democratic Party in Columbus, Ohio. 

I am writing this because the media is inexplicably whitewashing what happened in Ohio, and Kerry's concession was likewise inexplicable. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were disenfranchised in Ohio. People waited on line for as long as 10 hours. It appears to have only happened in Democratic-leaning precincts, principally (a) precincts where many African Americans lived, and (b) precincts near colleges. 

I spoke to a young man who got on line at 11:30 am and voted at 7 pm. When he left at 7 pm, the line was about 150 voters longer than when he'd arrived, which meant those people were going to wait even longer. In fact they waited for as much as 10 hours, and their voting was concluded at about 3 am. The reason this occurred was that they had 1 voting station per 1000 voters, while the adjacent precinct had 1 voting station per 184. Both precincts were within the same county, and managed by the same county board of elections. The difference between them is that the privileged polling place was in a rural, solidly Republican, area, while the one with long lines was in the college town of Gambier, OH. 

Lines of 4 and 5 hours were the order of the day in many African-American neighborhoods. 

Touch screen voting machines in Youngstown OH were registering "George W. Bush" when people pressed "John F. Kerry" ALL DAY LONG. This was reported immediately after the polls opened, and reported over and over again throughout the day, and yet the bogus machines were inexplicably kept in use THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 

Countless other frauds occurred, such as postcards advising people of incorrect polling places, registered Democrats not receiving absentee ballots, duly registered young voters being forced to file provisional ballots even though their names and signatures appeared in the voting rolls, longtime active voting registered voters being told they weren't registered, bad faith challenges by Republican "challengers" in Democratic precincts, and on and on and on. 

I was very proud of the way so many Ohioans fought so valiantly for their right to vote, and would not be turned away. Many, however, could not spend the entire day and were afraid of losing their jobs, due to the severe economic depression hitting Ohio. 

(Carolyn Sherman was a poll worker in Columbus and wrote a vivid account of the day and her struggle to ensure every voter had a chance to cast their ballot. Her story is typical of what campaign workers felt as they saw their efforts collapse, starting with a shortage of voting machines. 

It was 8:30 pm, and the polls had closed an hour ago. The basement of the Centenary United Methodist Church just outside Columbus was steamy and dank, filled with a line of voters that snaked through several hallways. There were so many loops that the beginning and the end of the line were indistinguishable, but no one fought about it. Several hundred people stood or sat on the floor or on stools they had brought, waiting. At the rate the line was moving, it would take hours more for them all to finish. They had already been waiting for up to eight hours, and they were ready to wait hours more. To vote. 

Ten minutes and a world away, TV sets at the America Coming Together Victory Party blared, “It’s all coming down to Ohio.” Those of us volunteers who had gone out in vans in the pouring rain to help at the polls watched it slip away. In this church basement, like so many polling places in predominantly poor, Democratic precincts, our little outpost of hope and grit stood solid, and I watched it refuse to flinch, and I watched it lose. 

There were three voting booths for all those hundreds of people. Most of the voters were black, with some whites and Hispanics mixed in the endless lines. It was a poor neighborhood, but there was a dignity in their calmness that moved me to both respect and tremendous sadness. It was hot and steamy, they were hungry, they were tired, and they were determined to keep on waiting. 

Why were there so few machines for so many people? Why in the richer districts was the wait only about an hour? Why was Ohio’s Secretary of State Blackwell telling the press the election was going so smoothly? Why was the press buying it? Precincts just like Centenary were being reported on all over the state, but no one who could change things was listening. I was enraged and incredulous. 

How can we help, we asked. We brought pizza and cokes and chips and Twizzlers, we brought encouragement, and we brought the press. We called Channel 4 and Channel 10, telling them that the real story wasn’t the challengers brought out by the Republicans. The real story was the determination of so many people to vote, no matter how long they had to wait. The real story was that even now, decades after the Civil Rights movement, justice is so far away. The real story was that this could happen, and no one did anything. 

Channel 4 appeared with its TV truck, and the voters were elated. Dozens of children, remarkably well behaved considering the hour and the circumstances, ran out onto the sidewalks, delighted at the prospect of being on TV. The Channel 4 reporter was a heroine. The crowd began to stir, and anyone who might have been thinking about leaving was now determined to stay and vote. Reporter Teresa Garza spoke out for the waiting voters, interviewing a jovial man who had waited over six hours but had no intention of going home without casting his vote. 

Back at ACT headquarters later, we watched the reporter’s story, lost in the hubbub of the night, the point and the people in the Centenary Church a blip soon forgotten. The next day, Matt Lauer did a quick piece on a cute blond co-ed from Kent State (another Democratic precinct, surprise) who waited for hours to vote and even had to miss hockey practice! The little girls at Centenary whose mother lost a full day’s pay to vote, who missed lunch and dinner both, the toothless, gentle man who had come directly from working the night shift at a bakery and quietly stood in line in the pouring rain the whole next day ­ they were now gone from everyone's TV and radar screen. Bush had won, and that was that. Vague talk about long lines, then on to some other topic. 

How many hundreds and thousands of voters were essentially denied their right to vote that day? How accurate were the election results? Why wasn't the press talking about this? 

Where is the outrage? Why were the voting machines so unevenly distributed? Our experience was anecdotal. Yet the entire day we heard constant first-person accounts of incredible lines in the poorer Democratic precincts, and much shorter ones in the Republican precincts. People told of polling places where in the last election people voted in the gym, but who this year voted in a tiny room where the lines let out into the outdoors and the merciless rain. 

(Christopher Hicks was an election protection poll worker in Columbus on Election Day. He monitored six precincts in African-American neighborhoods, starting at the Linden Library. What’s notable in this excerpt of his account is the determination of people to endure the voting problems and vote.)  

“A funny thing happened in Columbus, Ohio. People stayed in line and voted anyway. And not just a couple of people. Thousands of people. All day long they braved the rain and voted, determined to have their voices heard. There were hundreds of first-time voters. Hundreds of young voters, and many voters you thought you would never see in line to cast a ballot. I had one young man come up and ask me if he could vote even though he had an outstanding arrest warrant. I told him he could. Perhaps the most rewarding moment came when I saw a visibly upset man in his late 60s storming out of the polling place. I followed him and asked him what was wrong. He told me they would not let him vote because they said he was not registered. He assured me he was registered and had voted at the same location for 30 years. I asked him to come back to the polling place. We marched into the precinct and I asked the officials why he had been denied the right to vote. They told me that he wasn’t on the register list. I informed them that under federal law he was entitled to a provisional ballot. They agreed and gave him one. 

INSERT: 2.8 Christopher Hicks photo. (SR: Get permission. Printed in FreePress, 11-23-04)  
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(The following are statements from one-page affidavits collected on Election Day, Nov. 2, 2004. They were statements to poll watchers and election protection observers from precincts and cities that comprise Ohio’s Democratic strongholds. They underscore the human impact of barriers that prevented people from voting.)
Luther Greene, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04, 

I reside… in Columbus, OH. My race is black. I am, or believe I am, a registered voter in Columbus, OH. I have been registered for 40 years. On Nov. 2, 2004, I arrived at the polls at 9:45 AM. I left at 1:15 PM. There were only three voting booths. I had to wait 3 ½ hours to vote.
Christopher J. Collins, Dublin, OH, affidavit, 11/2/04

“I served as a volunteer for the Ohio Voter Protection Coalition outside the polling place for Precinct 6C, City of Columbus, from 6:50 am to 12:30 pm and from 3:00 p.m. until the time of this affidavit (4:00 pm). During this period of time, the waiting time to vote as reported to me, by at least 10 voters was one and one-half to two hours. At least 12 voters told me that they were leaving without voting because the line was so long.”

Kris Usselman, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04 
“It took me two and one-half hours to get through the line. I saw many people leave because of the long lines. I also saw people stand in the wrong lines for long periods of time and then have to get in other lines.”

Vincent Bomar, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I had to wait in line for approximately four hours before I could actually vote.”

Terry Lewis, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“There were three voting machines for two precincts at my voting place, Presbyterian Church (Broad Street) which resulted in long waiting periods. I personally didn’t get to vote until 15:46 (3:46 pm) after arriving at 11:00 am.”

Stacey G. Hunt, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04

“There are only three voting booths!!! I have been here for hours, standing in the rain, waiting to vote. People are leaving without voting due to work policies. My husband (age 77) fell from fatigue while waiting. It is now 2:07 and I have not been able to vote! This is wrong!  
Ernest Clyburn, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04

“I arrived at the polls and saw several long lines. There were no signs visible from where I parked, so I stood in line for an hour and then realized I was in the line for the wrong precinct. There was no one telling me to go inside and get my slip. Then I had to stand in the right line for two more hours, more than three total.”
Jason D. Kimble, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I arrived at my polling place (17B) ay 11:30 am. I voted at 3:25 pm. The polling place was very disorganized, not enough machines. The poll workers were rude and inefficient.
Jeff Szczygiel, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
 “I cannot wait three hours to vote. I have to pick up my children. This is the third time today I have been here – I cannot wait in excess of one hour. I would be willing to return after 7:30 pm. I am legally handicapped and [that] makes it difficult to stand for long periods of time.”

Heather Shannon, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“At 3:45 pm I went to vote at Franklin Heights Recreation Center. I waited for one and one-half hours but heard that it was a three-hour wait. I had to leave because I didn’t have anyone else to watch my child. At the time I was there, only two machines were working. I was not able to go back to the polls because of child care needs and was not able to vote.”

Donald D. Germany, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“When I arrived to vote at Livingston School at 6:30 am, the polls were not open. The machines were not up. The election officials who sign you in had not arrived. I left without voting, as did a number of other people. This is precinct 4-B.”

(These next two statements show the impact of moving established precincts without updating voter rolls)

Margaret Downs, Cincinnati, affidavit 11/2/04 
“Told I was not registered and unable to vote. Was not told there was another precinct around corner where I could vote.”

Steven Mason, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“My name was on voter list at precinct 26B but I was sent to precinct 56 and waited two hours, then called and got correct info and came back to vote.”

Marcia Woods, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I arrived at 1:45 and left at 4:20 pm in order to vote. Most time when I vote there were six booths. Today the most important election in 75 years there were only three booths in my voting area. That is unfair to the people.”

Margaret L. Thomas, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
We were busy all day. Voters waiting 2-3 hours. We had an overflow all day. No breakfast. No lunch snack. I called several times to get more machines. The lines were always busy. I then called 462-4100. No luck. No answer. They refused to send any more machines.”

John Saler, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I have to work!”
Mary Taylor, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I requested curb-side voting at Wards 17A and B. A chair would single me out as disabled. This is an unacceptable accommodation. No curbside voting was provided… My disability is unable to stand for long periods of time. The wait is over three hours.”

Bertha Boatley, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I came to vote around 2 pm. I had to wait approximately two hours to cast my vote. I completed voting around 4 pm. I am 90 years old.”

Toi Crimley, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I had to wait a long time to vote. I was unable to vote until 3:15 pm. There were a lot of people waiting. There was a handicapped woman and they told her there was no one to help her.”

Loretta Ingram, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“Long line, a wait of two and one-half to three hours. That’s too long. Help.  Recalled in the past there was five voting machines.”

Daniel G. Johnson, Mt. Gilead, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I was transporting voters to polling place at 2355 Middlehurst Ave. and South Mifflin School. I found that the polling place had no provisional ballot booklets – resulting in that no one has been allowed to vote provisionally the whole day.”

Ted Dyrdek, Jr., Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“I waited in line for 1 hour 45 minutes. A friend of mine left after voting. At this time I was standing where he was when I came in. I have a 1 hour 45 minute wait until I get to vote. Total three and one-half hours. My voting place had three voting machines and appears to be 90 percent black voters.”

Carlos Pace, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04
“Standing in line – then I was asked to get out of one line and get into another line. In the process of doing this – instead of moving up the line I was put almost in back of the line, because I didn’t have a authority to vote ticket. I took 3 hr. vacation time to vote. Now I have to try and get 3 hours more of vacation.”
C. Joyce Sharp, Columbus, affidavit, 11/2/04

“My signature was challenged. I showed two pieces of I.D.”

(The following is excerpted testimony and affidavits from field hearings, sponsored by the Columbus League of Pissed-Off Voters and other local voting rights activists and held on Nov. 13th and 15th, 2004, in Columbus. Some of the people who testified were not from Columbus, but drove to the state capital to tell what happened in their communities. Subsequent hearings were held in Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Toledo. In contrast to statements gathered on Election Day, people generally gave more detailed reports at the hearings.) 

Werner Lange, testimony, a pastor from Youngstown, Ohio, 11-13-04:

“In precincts 1 A and 5 G, voting as Hillman Elementary School, which is a predominantly African American community, there were a woefully insufficient number of voting machines in three precincts. I was told that the standard was to have one voting machine per 100 registered voters. Precinct A had 750 registered voters. Precinct G had 690. There should have been 14 voting machines at this site. There were only 6, three per precinct, less than 50 percent of the standard. This caused an enormous bottleneck among voters who had to wait a very, very long time to vote, many of them giving up in frustration and leaving. . . . I estimate, by the way, that an estimated loss of over 8,000 votes from the African American community in the City of Youngstown alone, with its 84 precincts, were lost due to insufficient voting machines, and that would translate to some 7,000 votes lost for John Kerry for President in Youngstown alone. . . .” 

“Just yesterday I went to the Trumbull Board of Elections in northeast Ohio, I wanted to review their precinct logs so I could continue my investigation. This was denied. I was told by the Board of Elections official that I could not see them until after the official vote was given.” 

Boyd Mitchell, testimony, Columbus, 11-13-04:

“What I saw was voter intimidation in the form of city employees that were sent in to stop illegal parking. Now, in Driving Park Rec Center there are less than 50 legal parking spots, and there were literally hundreds and hundreds of voters there, and I estimated at least 70 percent of the people were illegally parked in the grass around the perimeter of the Driving Park Rec Center, and two city employees drove up in a city truck and said that they had been sent there to stop illegal parking, and they went so far as to harass at least a couple of voters that I saw...” 

 “I calculated that I maybe saw about 20 percent of the people that left Driving Park (precincts) D and C, I personally saw and talked to about 20 percent of them as they left the poll between 12:30 and 8 p.m. And I saw 15 people who left because the line was too long. The lines inside were anywhere from 2 1/2 to 5 hours. Most everybody said 4 hours, and I saw at least 15 people who did not vote.” 

Carol Shelton, testimony, presiding judge, precinct 25 B, Columbus, 11-13-04:

“The precinct is 95 to 99 percent black. . . . There were 1,500 persons on the precinct rolls. We received three machines. In my own precinct in Clintonville, 19E, we always received three machines for 700 to 730 voters. Voter turnout in my own precinct has reached as high as 70 percent while I worked there. I interviewed many voters in 25 B and asked how many machines they had had in the past. Everyone who had a recollection said five or six. I called to get more machines and ended up being connected with Matt Damschroder, the Director of the Board of Elections. After a real hassle -- and someone here has it on videotape, he sent me a fourth machine which did not dent the length of the line. Fewer than 700 voted, although the turnout at the beginning of the day would cause anyone to predict a turnout of over 80 percent. This was a clear case of voter suppression by making voting an impossibility for anyone who had to go to work or anyone who was stuck at home caring for children or the elderly while another family member voted.” 

Allesondra Hernandez, Toledo, testimony, 11-13-04:

 “What I witnessed when I had gotten there about 9 A.M. was a young African American woman who had come out nearly in tears. She was a new voter, very first registered, very excited to vote, and she had said that she had been bounced around to three different polling places, and this one had just turned her down again. People were there to help her out, and I was concerned. I started asking around to everyone else, and they had informed me earlier that day that she was not the only one, but there were at least three others who had been bounced around. 

Also earlier that day the polls had opened an hour late, did not open until about 7:30 A.M. The polling machines were locked in the principal's office. Hundreds of people were turned away, were forced to leave the line because they needed to be at school, they needed to be at work, or they needed to take their children to school. The people there who were assisting did the best they could to take down numbers and take down names, but I am assuming that a majority of those people could not come back because of work and/or because of school, because they had shown up to vote, and that was the time that they could vote, and that is why they were there. Also along the same lines, they ran out of pencils for those ballots.” 

Matthew Segal, Gambier, testimony, 11-13-04:

 “In this past election, Kenyon College students and the residents of Gambier, Ohio, had to endure some of the most extenuating voting circumstances in the entire country. As many of you may already know, because they had it on national media attention, Kenyon students and the residents of Gambier had to stand in line up to 10 to 12 hours in the rain, through a hot gym, and crowded narrow lines, making it extremely uncomfortable. As a result of this, voters were disenfranchised, having class to attend to, sports commitments, and midterms for the next day, which they had to study for. Obviously, it is a disgrace that kids who are being perpetually told the importance of voting, could not vote because they had other commitments and had to be put up with a 12-hour line.” 

Robin Smith, Upper Arlington, testimony, 11-15-04:

 "Back home at 8:00 p.m., I watched on TV how some areas of Franklin County still had long lines of people that were going to have to wait hours to vote. This could not have been an accident. In my affluent predominantly Republican community where 62 percent of the people voted for George Bush in the 2000 election, lines were not a problem… 
“Yet late on election night, the news programs continued to show people in Franklin County and other parts of the state waiting in line to vote hours after the polls had closed. It appeared that these lines were primarily in low income, student or minority communities, areas that consisted predominantly of Democrat voters…
“The only conclusion I can draw from this is there was an intentional effort to usher Republican voters through relatively short lines while creating excessively long lines in Democratic areas to suppress their right to vote by ensuring some people would leave without voting, because they were incapable of standing in lines for three or four hours or they had to get to work.”

Arthur Liebert, Columbus, testimony, 11-15-04:

 "I voted at Marburn Academy on Walden Road. Let me just frame this first. The first week of August, my neighbor and I, his name is Randy Walker, we visited the Franklin County Board of Elections and after being vetted by a couple of mid-level staffers, we ended up talking to Matt Damschroder, and we questioned him on the voting machine and he gave us answers. He told us they were calibrated, they were tested, they were sealed, they were stored and they would be ready to go on Election Day. And at the end, I asked him about are you going to be able to handle the flow of voters that we're going to have, because everybody knows that this is going to be a mass turnout. And he assured me in no uncertain terms that they would be able to handle it…

"Just to put this in perspective, my daughter voted in southern Delaware County [an affluent Republican enclave just north of Franklin County]. They had 14 voting machines. They were in and out in about 10 minutes. We [in Columbus] had six [machines], two of them weren't working." 
(Under a 1950s Ohio court ruling known as the Reynolds case, each precinct is supposed to have one voting for every 100 voters.)
Jay Wamsley, Athens, testimony, 11/15 hearing
“I’m an attorney in Athens, Ohio, who volunteered as an attorney observer in Franklin County on Election Day… I, like so many people, saw extremely long lines all day… In the middle part of the day, we decided – I and the other member of our team - drove to some other precincts [in predominantly white suburbs], two in Upper Arlington, one at Upper Arlington High School, a firehouse on Coach Road, and then the Whetstone Recreation Center, which is partly in upper Arlington and partly Clintonville. And in each of those, they had at least four machines per precinct, and one of the four precincts at Whetstone Recreation Center had five machines. And so the disparity was pretty stark.”

Pat Johnson, testimony, Columbus, 11/15 hearing
“I was a poll observer at the Parsons Ave branch library. There are 1,215 people registered to vote in that precinct. We had approximately 800 people show up who did vote. There were four machines. 

“I called downtown to the Board of Elections and I spoke to a young man named… Jeff Gressel and I asked how many – how they allocated their voting machines. And he said you get approximately one to one and one-half machines for every 300 people… So I said, at 1,200, how many should you have? He said, “Well, you should have six, possibly, seven, maybe eight. There were four in this precinct. This is a highly Democratic precinct and there were four machines.”

Michael Greenman, Westerville, testimony, 11/15 hearing
“I live in Westerville, voted in Precinct 3B. I voted there in elections for the last five years. When I came to this precinct this last election, I came in and looked at the list and my name was not on the list. It was a computerized list. My wife’s name was on the list. I asked them how could this be? They had no explanation. They were very cooperative, gave me a provisional ballot. I was in and out quickly. They were very efficient. It was a good precinct. But I cannot imagine my name could have been removed from the list without some active action.”

(Toledo and Lucas County experienced many problems, from voter roll purges before the election to problems with processing registration and counting the vote that were so severe even Blackwell had to demand the entire BOE step down after the election. These two statements highlight indirect and direct forms of voter intimidation.)  
Michael Hayes, Toledo, testimony, 11/13 hearing
“I am with the Toledo League of Pissed Off voters… Imagine the sight, in a Black neighborhood where a lot of young black voters are showing up for the first time, you have full police presence, even though they are sitting in cars. Black neighborhood on Door St, you have six cars in the parking lot, and you have a well-known Republican businessman in the community asking people, ‘please disperse, please get into your cars.”

Susan Husami, Toledo, testimony, 11/13 hearing
“I received a letter from the Lucas County Board of Elections containing both the challenge of (my) right to vote and correction of registration list, as well as a notice of hearing. The challenge of my right to vote was filed by Daphne Sims, with an address included here. I never met Ms. Sims, and I have reason to believe Ms. Sims does not know who I am. The challenge form stated that Ms. Sims had reason to believe that I, Susan Husami, was not eligible to vote based on the following reason, and I quote, the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground that the person is not a resident of the precinct where the person offers to vote, unquote… The form I received is a form of intimidation and its authors should be held accountable and should be punished to the fullest extent of the law.”

Victoria Lovegren, Columbus, testimony, 11/13 hearing
“I was concerned when I was registering students at the university where I work. I had voter registration cards. The voter registration cards had nothing in the way of a mailing address. You can give these to people, but it was not easy for them to mail them back, because there was no address. So I found that odd…

“I was also concerned about the directive or whatever you want to call the rules or the laws that Blackwell comes up with… The date of birth has to be on the envelope of the provisional ballot for it to be acceptable, and this is a change in the rules, and this change came down on Tuesday, and I saw that coming with my own eyes….

“The other thing that I have seen is they are not letting us look at the records. They are not letting us go to the Board of Elections and look at the records. Blackwell, again, made phone calls to counties, telling them that we are not to see those records, and this is public information. The Ohio Open Records Act says so.” 

Mike Swinford, testimony, 11/13 hearing, Columbus

“You had a previous person talk about [long lines and delays past midnight at] Kenyon College…. Knox County has two colleges. The one that has been profiled is Democratic, had long lines, that has already been testified to. The other one, Mt. Vernon Nazarene University, that has been profiled as a Republican. That one did not have any problem as to waiting lines.”

Eliza Jane Synder, testimony, 11/13 hearing, Columbus

“What I witnessed was at Columbia Alternative High School, during the hours of 6:30 am to 8:30 am. Everyone was turned away due to broken machines. That is what I watched… They started turning people away because they did not have any working machines.”

Fiona Mitchell, Athens, testimony, 11/13 hearing
“I am from Athens, Ohio…. The night before the election, just after midnight we received a call… that there had been fliers posted on South Green stating that due to an unprecedented voter registration turnout, voting dates had been changed by the bi-partisan voting authority. Republicans and undecided will vote November 2nd. Democrats and undecideds will vote November 3rd. It went on to say make sure you bring proper ID…”

Gorman Paul Gregory, Westerville, affidavit, 11/13/04

“My friend, Kathy Janosksi, attempted to vote in our precinct 73F (Columbus, Westerville School District), but she was not on the rolls. I saw her being given the punch card to vote provisionally at approximately 1.30 pm. Ms. Janoski and I have resided together at the above address since 2001. Between 2001 and 2004, I personally saw communications from the Board of Elections to her address at the 4978 Smoketalk Lane address, bearing this address and assigning her to precinct 73F.”

Sherri Suarez, Reynoldsburg, affidavit, 11/15/04
I was told that I was being challenged. Asked for ID and told “Sorry I would be unable to vote today.” I refused to take this and then I was asked for a utility bill. I looked in my car – nothing. I called and had a bill faxed to my polling location. Walked in with a bill, ID, and registration from Internet, again told no. I demanded representation from Democratic Party and attorney and I was told no. Then offered provisional ballot – I refused. Then offered challenge form after being told to leave three times… 

“First to use form at 2:30 pm ! Polling workers had to find forms!

Kay Kranz, Columbus, affidavit, 11/15/04
“As a poll worker, I experienced that our lines were over an hour long until noon. Our register went from 300 odd voters to 825 and we still had only three machines to process our votes. Our presiding judge Charles, explained that he would challenge votes based on signatures (going against our training). When setting up for voters, we asked for paperwork to deal with provisional voters. In training, we were told to go out of our way to get voters to the correct precinct and would be provided extra paperwork to guide these voters to help them to get to vote. 

“At the end of voting, while closing up the Presiding judge mysteriously found the information needed to guide provisional voters. We were not able to guide voters to the correct precinct and they were made to vote provisionally.”

Donna Adassa, Columbus, affidavit, 11/13/04
“Later in the day, after hearing from a friend that there were long lines at the poll at New SaIem Baptist Church and people needed food and water – I went there with food and water and trash bags (for rain protection). 

“It was pandemonium there. People were getting into lines – but didn’t know why. I went into the building and spoke to the poll workers. There were two precincts operating there, A and C. There was no line to get to poll workers. They checked people in, handed out the voting ticket authorization and told people to go outside to the staircase up (and in the rain). It was unclear what to do there. People were in that line without authorizations. I told them how to get one and they returned with them. At the top of the stairs, these folks went into an anteroom, then a larger very hot room. Eventually a church volunteer would go upstairs and bring 10-20 people to stand in another line for the polls.”
Angela Greene, Columbus, affidavit, 11/13/04
“I went to Whitehall Yearling High School to vote. Usually, we have five-to-six voting booths, but there were only three on this day. One of the three machines was not working and had not been since 6:30 am. There were 40 to 50 people ahead of us. I finished voting about 10 am. At 9:45 am people arrived to fix the machine. The repairmen reported that the machine had been sent without a cartridge. Whitehall is a racially diverse with a significant youth and African-American voting population.”
Catherine Chaney, Columbus, affidavit, 11/13/05

“My precinct, Perry Township Precinct A at Worthington Hills Elementary School, had four voting machines. However, the poll workers told us that only two were working. The others were broken. I saw someone come in and fix the machines. By 7 a.m., all four machines were working. I votes shortly after 7 a.m. The voters I observed that day and in the past at my precinct are almost all white. There are very few minorities that live or vote in my precinct.”
Sandra L. Francesconi, Akron, affidavit, 11/13/04
“A larger than normal turnout – out the door! Which is great except there were too few voting machines (tho plenty of booths) and one of them broken. The poll director said she called election bureau the night before – got a recording – requesting more voting machines. By Tuesday morning, when she had to borrow a voter’s cell phone, no one at election bureau had returned her call. I’d estimate we were four-five machines short (for amount of booths, since there were two precincts voting there. The director tried to alleviate my precinct’s wait by “borrowing” from the other precinct (where the line was much shorter). When I asked if this switching back and forth might damage the vote count, she assured me not.”

Catherine Buchanan, Toledo, affidavit, 11/12/04
I met numerous ex-felons who absolutely believed they had no right to vote. The ones I had approached prior to Oct. 4th I was able to convince to register. The ones I had encountered after Oct. 4th still honestly believed they had no right to vote.

I had also met elderly people and infirm people one week before the election who had not received their absentee ballot yet. Several of them told me the BOE told them they had the wrong address. How can they be at the wrong address when they had been living in heir homes for years and had voted in prior elections?’

Richard M. Smith, Sr., Columbus, affidavit, 11/15/04
“My wife received a notice on Nov. 2 challenging her right to vote. She was to appear before the Franklin County Board of Elections for a hearing (Oct. 28th, 9 am). The challenge was in Ward 68 (2003). Her current address is Ward 55 (2004). Her voting record is current. 40+ years.”
(The following two statements suggest how some voters were targeted before the vote, as people who were designated recipients of provisional ballots, which would have to verified before being counted.) 
Mary L. Harmon, Lebanon, affidavit, 11-13-05

I was a Democratic poll worker at Pct. 107 (ADX-TC-T-M)… which is located at Turtlecreek Fire Department, 1433 W. main St., Lebanon, Ohio. This is in Warren County.

My first concern is with provisional ballots. There are several voters whose names appeared in our book with the notation “I.D. required” beneath their names. According to the training I received at the Warren County Board of Elections, these voters were to be treated as “provisionals…” After the election, I asked about the Board’s decision to place these voters in the provisional category and I was told that the Board was instructed to do so by the Secretary of State’s office.”

Martha S. Parge, Lebanon, affidavit, 11/13/04 
“Precinct 16, City of Lebanon, Warren County. Two voters – not related, had “I.D. Required” next to their names on the voter roll. They presented valid I.D., then were told they needed to fill out a “HAVA Provisional Voter Statement of Affirmation.” They voted and their ballots were put in a “provisional” envelope. I questioned why were the ballots being put in these envelopes? 

“The presiding judge informed me that the BOE informed her to do this. Subsequently these ballots were treated as “provisional ballots.” The name of the voter was scratched out on the vote roster and added to the “provisional ballot” voters list. The ballots were tallied as provisional on the ballot count tally sheet.”

Penny Maroldo, Oberlin, written statement submitted, 11/15/04 

“I live in Russia township. My mailing address is Oberlin. I have voted at the Russia Township Hall for the past four years (just moved from New Jersey in 2000). There has never been any lines for voting in the town hall and there are usually only a few voters at any one time. This year was no exception. I asked the folks running the polling place and they reported that at no time were there any lines from 6:30 am until I was there at 11:30 am. Apparently it continued to be steady, but light all day long.

“This year I and others noted a huge increase in voting booths there. Where we usually have eight or 10, this year there were twice that many! When I was there only three of them were being used! And there are not enough folks in all of Russia Twp to warrant such an increase for any reason! Those booths were desperately needed in other parts of Lorain County!

“Right next door in Oberlin, where the Board of Election knew well that there was a huge increase in voter registration at Oberlin College (up from about 600-700 students to over 2,100 this year!), the two polling places where students voted had lines that snaked around blocks for hours and the students were forced to stand in the rain for up to five-six hours!

“Those two places, Oberline Public Library and First Church had fewer booths than Russia Twp – for a much larger voting population. That is just ridiculous. I think that this was done on purpose to make it difficult for students to vote.”

Barry McPeek, Reynoldsburg, affidavit, 11/15/04 

“I was sent a provisional ballot card forwarded by the post office due to a permanent change of address. I have been a resident at this address since 1980 - January to be exact.”

Renee Smith, Columbus, affidavit, 11/13/04
“(1) Ward 48, Precinct D – excessive long line.  (2) Ward 48, Precinct D – inadequate no. voting machine. (3) Witnessed a young black youth – first time voter – who was initially told he was not allowed to vote because he had a felony. When they made a call and determined he had no record, he was allowed to vote. (4) Problems of undetermined origin at 26 D - Lutheran Village – with elderly voting.”

Joseph Kuspan, Bexley, affidavit, 11/15/04
“No problems. I was a runner in Bexley precincts 1A, 1B, 1C. There were no lines in my visits to these precincts three times. I will point out that 1B is perhaps the wealthiest precinct in Franklin County – including the Governor, OSU (Ohio State University) President, etc.”

Thom Pintello, Columbus, affidavit, 11/15/04

“A problem with the voting machine. It would negate my vote for John Kerry by returning to “no-vote” status.”

Esther Hampton, Columbus, affidavit, 11/13/04
“The electronic voting machine would not take my vote although I tried repeatedly by pressing the “vote” button. Election officials tried to help, then finally the screen (front of machine) went black and I was told I had voted.” I felt that I had been blocked from voting. Multiple calls resulted in no help.”

Jeanne Smith White, Youngstown, affidavit, 11/15/04
“I was voting for John Kerry and Edwards. I pushed the button besides John Kerry’s name and my vote jumped up to George Bush. I began complaining about them cheating again this year. The attendant ran over to my booth and announced “just push the button again, that’s been happening a lot.” I then pushed the button again. It remained on John Kerry. Many others in different precincts experienced the same problem.”

John Wooden, Sr., Columbus, affidavit, 11/14/04
“I arrived at Northtown Elem. I stood in the rain, then once in the building it took three and one-half before I could place my vote. The process was slow and relentless. It was like playing musical chairs. Once a vote was cast, we would move to the next chair. I was amazed to see only three voting booths - and all the people that were inside and outside waiting to place their vote. I thought with all the media attention predicting the voter turnout that there would be more voting booths.”

Natalie Dobie, Cincinnati, affidavit, 11/13/04 
“I was a poll worker at a precinct, at an apartment building, precinct 8C., on the west side of Cincinnati. I and my group witnessed numerous people who received absentee ballots but had not mailed them in. When these voters tried to vote in their precincts, they were not allowed to cast regular ballots or their absentee ballots at their precincts. Instead they were told that in order to vote they had to bring their absentee ballots downtown and cast them at the Board of Election office.”

Jason Parry, testimony, 11/15 hearing, Columbus

“My name is Jason Perry. I live in Franklin County and was a poll monitor at Columbus 12A the whole day… My concern is that they knew – then Franklin County Board of Election knew the voter registration was double what it was in previous elections and they made absolutely no efforts to account or make any availability of (machines for) these people to vote.

“The question I have is where are these voting machines that have been there for the last decade? I realize they’re probably waiting to buy new machines so they haven’t replaced any, but I think it’s completely irresponsible when the number of new voters is so large, especially in this precinct…

“By allowing four-hour waits in line and unreasonable expectations upon voters… They knew ahead of time that X number of people were registered to vote. They only provided the ability for about 50 percent of those, at least in my precinct, to actually be able to vote.”  

(Public hearings convened by activists were also held in Cleveland, Cincinnati and Toledo. The following are sworn statements submitted and testimony from those hearings.) 

Micheal Sowiski, sworn statement (Cuyohoga County, 11-20)
“I volunteered on Election Day for the Election Protection headquarters and worked one of the support hotlines for volunteers to document reports and send volunteers where they were needed. The following stories were all ones I heard on Election Day from other volunteers for Election Protection…

- Five visually impaired people told they could not vote.

- ID requirements only for Latino people at one polling location.

- Ballots with holes already punched in them when voters received them.

- Broken machines/not enough machines at polling places leading to long waits.

- Lots of problems with provisional ballots: People not getting the right signatures on them. Many reports and miscommunications about provisional ballot process. One volunteer had heard from the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections that “green stickers” required by HAVA were needed for all ballots, and that polling locations needed to make these provisionals official. Later we found that the stickers needed were white. Several polling locations did not start putting stickers on provisionals until noon or even later that day. Polling locations did not have the stickers – and needed them to certify the ballots. There seemed to be not enough communication with poll workers about the whole process, and definitely not enough education and information for voters about the process.

- Too many provisional ballots were cast as opposed to real ballots. Voters who had been voting for years at the same location weren’t on lists, and so had to cast provisionals ballots.

- There were no bilingual translators at some polling stations.

- One report of a police car with lights on in front of a polling location, because they were dealing with a double-parked car. A volunteer approached the officer, suggested that the lights could intimidate voters. The officer replied, stating that, “If they are intimidated, then they shouldn’t be voting.”

- Reports of overly aggressive Republican challengers.

- One report of a ballot box with a broken seal.

These were all reports I heard as an Election Protection volunteer in Cuyohoga County.

Josephine Hulett, Youngstown, affidavit, 11/19/04
“When I press Kerry I get Bush. I press it three times, then I get Kerry. I speak to the presiding judge. I had them call the Board of Election.” 

Cyrus Taylor, testimony, 11/20 hearing, Cleveland

“It was quite a day… I was in some sense heartened by the long lines; figuring this meant that we’d had an incredible turnout. So when the next day –when the first canvass report was posted, I was astounded to see that in my precinct, that according to the official numbers, we actually had fewer people vote than voted in 2000. When there was essentially no campaign at all…”

Sarah Taylor, testimony, 11/20 hearing, Cleveland 

“I was a Democratic Challenger in Ward 16… If you go to the Board of Elections website and you look at the number of ballots cast in each precinct, the total number of ballots. Then you look at the ballots cast for president, in practically all cases, there’s a discrepancy…

“In the case of my precinct, where I was at, 16A, you’ll see there’s a discrepancy of about 18 people. That means 18 people voted but are not reported as voting for president. That means 5 percent of the people who voted did not have their votes counted for president. It’s unlikely that 5 percent of the people who showed up on Election Day and stood in line for an hour or so, actually didn’t want to vote for president. So one could assume they did vote but somehow the ballot got spoiled at some point.”

Daniel Lotz, testimony, 11/20 hearing, Cleveland

“I was a Democratic Party poll challenger at Election Day Ward 13, precinct K… My main concerns were about the lack of competence and training of the poll staff throughout the day. I noticed early on that they were very disorganized as far as procedures for provisional ballots and a few of the staff really did not have any information at all on what to do with the provisional ballots, and so most of the handling was left to the poll judge and also the special inspector…

“Nearly 50 percent of the provisional ballots were not completely properly filled out, and I wanted to make sure for the counting of the provisional ballots that this can be brought to the Board of Elections. I’m concerned that the counting might not be a standard inclusive approach to counting these ballots.”  

Patricia Blochowiak, testimony, 11/20 hearing, Cleveland
“I was a Democratic challenger, with people having to leave to go to work because they couldn’t wait in line. We had a machine malfunction. It was off-set. We don’t know if those votes were counted accurately or not. We had people who came in with cards from the Board of Election, who were not on the list, and were given provisional ballots.
“None of the election officials at the polls knew how to deal with the provisional ballot issue, and we were forever trying to go back to the rules and clarify them. But no-one seemed to have received training about how to deal with provisional ballots. When we had problems, we were unable in many cases to reach either of the two phone numbers we had for the board of elections.”

Patricia Jackson, testimony, 11/20 hearing, Cleveland

“I do want to see the recount. What I want you to understand is that as a poll worker we’re not the enemy. We’re trained well and if we follow those things it goes well. I had a lot of people in my precinct who vote religiously and some of them, their names were not in the poll books. 

“I had a shortage of equipment. I called them about seven in the morning – I needed another booth. I had another apparatus to accommodate another poll booth, but I did get one at six in the evening.”

(After the hearings, which were covered on FreePress.org, more statements were sent to Bob Fitrakis. This one concerns the layout of ballot, which was confusing and could lead to mistaken votes.)

James R. Hanson, Columbus, statement, 11/26/04
“I’m sending you this sample ballot copy for my precinct because both my wife and I were slowed down in our voting because the layout of the presidential race confused us. This must have happened to others. She and I “drill” on the races, especially the judicial ones, so that we can vote expeditiously, then at the voting place (Jones Middle School gymnasium) we always study the sample ballot.

“This time we didn’t study the sample ballot because the gym was full of people in several lines waiting to vote and even if that wall had been open, we were principally concerned about finding the right line…

“The problem was caused by the joining of presidential candidates with three county offices. One’s eye first goes to Nader, then to the right to see a choice between Arlene Shoemaker and Paula Brooks. At the instant, one wonders what happened to the presidential candidates, and turning back sees the names of Peroutka, Baldwin, Badnarik and Campagna, which even though one is aware that there would be third party candidates on the ballot, glancing to the right one embraces the names of Mary Jo Kilroy and David Goodman as familiar ground.

“I think at that point , I started again at the top left, then went to the bottom where I saw Kerry running for prosecuting attorney—some other Kerry? Checking back at the top of the column, I confirmed that this was the presidential ballot, to which for some reason, apparently in error, the ad for Ron O’Brien had been attached…

“I couldn’t get over the feeling that I was looking at a botched ballot, where senatorial candidates got a lesser position, out of sequence. The feeling I got was that I was being tricked, but passed the test.”

Lisa Casini, affidavit, 12/28/04, (Independence, Cuyohoga County)

“When it was my turn to vote, I was handed a ballot in the usual sleeve. I took it out of the sleeve and was ready to put it in the voting apparatus, when I noticed that the bottom third of the ballot had already been punched out. My 11-year-old daughter and I quickly walked back to the voting table and showed them the ballot.

“A poll worker said “That’s fine. It supposed to look like that.” I replied, “No. The ballot was not supposed to be pre-punched at all” and asked for another ballot. Another worker took the punched ballot from me a new one, without any pre-punched chads.

“Then I asked a woman who had been standing in line behind me to look at her ballot before going into the voting booth. She took it out of the sleeve and we saw that her entire ballot had been punched.

“I asked the workers if there was a Checker present. A man introduced himself as the Checker and seemed very dismayed and said he would note the incident. I made a quick announcement to everyone waiting in line to check their ballot before they vote. I voted and left.”

